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ESSAYS. 


To soar aloft on Fancy’s wing, 

And bathe in Hericonia’s {pring ; 
Cuil every flower with careful hand, 
And itrew them o’er our native land. 


oe aE 


For the Boston WeEEKty NIAGAZINE. 


THE ITINERANT: N° XV. 


“ Who (to fpeak with SHAKESPEARE) lets flip the dogs of 
wo on mode, defencele{s merit, and burfis out into @ loud in~ 
fulting laugh, when pate, timid innocence trembles ,—him avoid 
—avoid his [pecious calmnefs, the harbinger of florms—avoid 
bis flattery, it will foon turn to the lion's roar, and the hawl 
of wolves.” LAVATER. 

IT is a circumftance, humiliating to the pride of hu- 
man nature, and ftrongly indicative of a depraved heart, 
that beings, ftamped with the image of Gop, fhould take 
delight in creating unhappinefs, or that they fhould derive 
any fatisfa@tion from the afflictions oftheir fellow-creatures. 

It is fo contrary to our notions of purity and goodnefs, that 

we can hardly conceive it poflible, that abeing, created by 

the Deity, could originally poffefs pailions and difpotitions 
fo repugnant to his nature, and fo offenfive to his fight. 

If the world contains but few, who, like Nero, “would 
wrap citics in flames, and exult in the furrounding ruin ; 
or behold, with horrid pleafure, the wretched but innocent 
victim quivering onthe wheel, and expiring in the acutett 
tortures ;—yet there are millions, who partake, in a lefs 
degree, of this fiend-like difpofition ; whofe fupreme de- 


light i is in wounding the finer feelings of fenfibility, and in 
covering with the poignant blufh of confulion, the fair face 


of unfufpecting innocence. 
Perfons of this-clafs are the peft of focial intercourfe ; 


they ftrike a general panic into every company which shoe 2y 
enter. Neither reipectability of charaéter, nor the vene- 
rablenefs of age, nor the privilege of fex, is a fecurity from 
their infolence. If no perfonal defect or family misfortune 
afford them an opportunity of difplaying their cet, and in- 
dulging their malice, low feurrillity and clowniih indecen- 
cy yield them a fubftitute, while the loud laugh of impu- 
dence deepens thecrimifon of trembling modeity. We can- 
not, perhaps, obtain a more mit idea of an infernal being, 
than by obferving a perfon of this character, in the height 
of his joy; when, after performing fome deed of mifchief, 
he, like MittTon’s devil, “ grins horrible a ghaitly fmile,” 
in exprefiion of triwmph,and exultation. 
almoit doubtful, whether thefe dipeds are wholly human, 
“ they imitate humanity fo abominably.” 

_ However their rude companions may applaud them, 
they are neither loved nor efteemed, and, when abfent, are 
generally cenfured by their beft friends. They have many 
enemies, as the natural confequence of their proclivity to 
injury and infult. What charms, then, or what advant:ges 


are there in a habit, fo contrary to nature and reafon, that | 


any one fhould be induced to purfue it ? 
It is but a defpicable attempt at reparation, after a tor- 


ed. It is like fcattering “ Grebrands, arrows, and death, 
and faying, Am not! in fport ?” Such barbarities admit 
of no other excufe, than their being the effe& either of 
madneis or idiotifm. H. 
PO PLL LL” LD” PA 
ON THE 


DESIRE OF KNOWLEDGE. 


The mind untaught is a dark wafte. BEATTIE. 


USEFUL knowledge is an ineftimable treafure, of the 
value of which few perfons féenr fufficiently apprifed. The 
acquifition of it is an employment that does honour to our 
nature: its fingular importance, both to our prefent and 
future felicity, muft be acknowledged by every one, who 
has refleéted'on the fubje& with any tolerable degree of 
attention; its admirable tendency to brace and ftrengthen 
the mind, to fortify us againft the mazes of error and fu- 
perttition, and prepare us for the various icenes through 
which weare to pafs,muft furely render it anobject worthy 
aur intenfeft application and molt afiduous cndeavours. 
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Indeed, it were | 
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A thirft after knowledge has been july reckoned one 
of the fureit charadteriftics of a truly grtat and ingenious 
mind; wherever this difpofiten is predoninant, no obfti- 
cles will be fufficient to impede its projrefs ; difficulties 
will but invigorate our endeavours, andgive new ardour 
to the energies of the mind; the _ reflection 
that a refolute perfevering- diligen:e a ae fail of fuccefs, 
will prove a ftimulus to our exer{pts, and animate us to 
purfie our inquirics with cheerfulnefs and avidity. 

Thofe perfons who are bleffed with extenfive natural ca- 
pacities, and who enjoy opportunities of improving = 
may fairly be ranked amongt the happict of mortals ; 
them are imparted advantages of a fuperior kind ; des 
enjoy, in an eminent degree,..the enviable’ power of 
contrivuting to the welfare and felicity of their fellow 
creatures—Improve, ye happy few, thofe precious oppor- 
tunities of ufefulnefs and re improvement which are 
now put into your hands—the fleeting momests will foon 
be paft—catch them on the wing—employ them to the 
nobleft of all purpofes, that of cultivating your own minds, 
in order to enable you to become bleflings to fociety, and 
enlighteners of the human race. 

The chief end of cur exiftence isto advance ia ‘knowl- 
edge and virtue; on thefe two qualifications depend en- 
tirely the happinefs, the ufefulnefs, and the refpeéability 
of our lives ; without knowledge our virtue woud in all 
probability, be extremely de fective: thefe two quali- 
ties are of fuch a nature as not to be feparated without a 
confiderable diminution of their luftre; united together, 
they exhibit the lovelieft and moft engaging pictare human- 
ity is capable .of producing; they conititutethe higheft 
glory and dignity of our nature, and elevate ys to an hon- 
ourable rank in the feale of exiftence ; they aflimilate us 
to the beft and moft perfe@ of beings, and will form the 
p rincipal ingredients in the felicity of a future world. 

The darknefs and ob{curity m which many fubjects are 
involved, ought by no means to damp-our ardour in the 
purfuit of religious and phiiofopPieti truth ; on many 
points we may obtain the cleareft information, and even on 
thofe which at prefent appear to be attended with intu- 
perable difficulties, new light may be continually ftruck 
out; every diligent and judicious enquirer may contribute 
towards difpelling the mifts and darknefs in which they 
are enveloped, till at length, we fhall, perhaps, be able to 
arrive at complete fatisfaclion, even on many fubjects 
whichat prefent appear to be above the reach of human com- 
prehenfion ; theaftonifhing difcoveriesthatare continually 


} making inalmoft every branch of f{cience,juftify and confirm 


this pleafing expectation! 

Great and almoft incredible have been the effects of dil- 
igence and induftry inthe cultivation of the mind, even 
in thofe’ perfons who have enjoyed the feweft advantages ; 
of this our own country has afforded feveral illuftrious ex- 


' amples ; many inftances have occurred, of perions, who, 
_amidft all the difadvantages of poverty, and deftitute of 


the ulual means of improvement,have foared to fuch heights 
in the regions of literature, as have aftonilhed the 


world, and will caufe their names to be remembered with 


veneration and delight, as long asa tafte for fcience con- 


rent of afperfion and infolence, to fay, no injury was intend- | tinues to exift ; the labours of thefe untutored geniufes are 


fo many ftriking proofs of the powerful effects of patient 
perfevering exertion ; let the indolent and carelefs confid- 


| er this circumftance, and blufh at their own folly ! 


If we take a furvey of the ftate of thofe countries which 
have not yet experienced the bleflings of civilization, upen 
which the light of the gofpel has not yet dawned, nor {ci- 
ence fhed her divine influence—dyeadful indeed are the 
fcenes which will prefent themfelves to our view; 
ignorance and fuperftition, maintaining an anlimised af- 
cendency over the human mind, and introducing a thouf- 
and barbarous cuftoms, at the thoughts of which “the feel- 
ing mind turns away with horror and difguft ; the litcle 
appearance of religion that-is to be found amongft them 
overclouded with the moft fhocking abfurdities, and its util- 
ity deftroyed by the moft impious and cruel rites. Can we 
refle& on thef circumftances, and not be fenfible of the 
value of thofe fupcrior mcans of improvement which we 
enjoy ? How diligent ought we to be in appropriating 
them to our own advantage, and in rendering them fubler- | 


| vient to the beft interefts of fociety. 











Virtuous and intelligent PARENTS, who are folicitous 
for the welfare of their offspring, and who are defireus of 
fecing them valnable members of fociety, will be careful to 
furnith them betimes with a ftock of ufeful knowledge, 
which may not only be of the utmoft confequence in di- 
recting the conduct of their future lives, but may ferve to 
fecure their young minds againft numberlefs temptations 
to which youth is liable ; if they car be infpired with an 
early defire of improvement, and made to feel a delight in .. 
intellectual pleafures, in contemplating the fublime truths 
of religion and morality, in exploring, by the help of phi- 
lofophy, the wonders of creation, and tracing the marks of 
divine wifdom and goodnefs in every obje& they meet 
with ; ixch employments would give an elevation to their 
views, and would in a manner, abftra&t them from that 
thoughtlefs difipation which is incident-to their age ; thofe 
trifles, and impertinences which engage the attention of fo 
large a part of mankind would excite no other fenfations 
but pity and difenft. 

No lefs happily experienced would be the influence of 
fuch a practice in thedecline of life; toa negle& of it may, in 
a great meafure, be afcribed that peevifh queruloufnefs 
which is too often the unhappy attendant of old age ; nor 
is this a matter of furprife ; having been actuftomed to 
place their chief fatisfa@tion in external objects, and never 
been taught to look higher than the pleafures of fenfe, can 
we wotder that when thefe recede from their graip, and 
mock their difappointed hopes, they flrouid fink into the 
moft abje&i defpondency, and be ready to vent their fret- 
fulnefs and revenge even on inanimate objects ; by fuch 
a condué rendering their own lives miferable, and diftur- 
bing the happinefs as wel] as alicnating the affections of 
all around them: whereas thé'man of an enlarged and cul- 
tivated mind, who has made the extenfion of his knowledge 
and the improvement of his heart the main bufinefs of his 
life, has many fources of innocent and laudable delight, with 
which the mere drudge of bufinefs or pleafure is entirely 
unacquainted ; this mas can retire from the gaicties and 
amufements of life without regret ; he has treafured up a 
itock of happinefs in his own mind, and, therefore, can 
never be at a lofs when other refources fail ; this will in- 
fufe 2 cheerfulnefs into his temper,and prove a fweet relief 


| to the wearinefs and. infirmities of age ;° his library will 


be ever ready to furnifh cw with a variety of ufeful and 
pleafing employments, and the ftill more exquifite delight. 
of converting with a few feed friends whofe minds are 
inthe to his own, will agreeably diverfity his time: thus: 
calm.and tranquil will be the evening of his days; even 
at the clofe of life he will feel no anxious terrors, but will. 
look forward with joyful anticipation toa more perfect ex- 
iitence,where all the faculties of his mind will be enlarged, 
and his knowledge augmented by continual improvements, 
London.“ Monthly Viptor.” 


PL LL LL” aL 


ON SCANDAL. 


Bafe envy withers at another's JOVs 
And hates that excellence it cannot reach.” 
THOMPSONS 


THERE is not a greater enemy to the peace of indivi- 
duals, and focicty at large, than Scandal ; although it is 
much to be regretted, ‘there is no frailty to which moft 


: people are fo or Scanda! is: the offspring of envy, 








and the only weapon of little minds againft the fuperior a-- 
bilities of another. But, notwithftanding fcandal aiffe&s, 
more or lefs, every member of the community, it reigns 
with more diftinguifhed power over fome parts of fociety 
than others ; and on inquiry it willappear that the female 
character fuflains the mo injury from this bane to human 
happinefs. In the country, this {pecies of fcandal. is more 
prevalent than inthe metropolis. ‘I'he reafon is: cbvious:: 

in a country place the number of inhabitants is: fo {mall 
that each is more acquainted with the charadéter. of his 
neighbour than his own ; every action is examined with 
the moft-critical feverity, and often the beft of chara&ers 
lofe the efteem of their acquaintence from the malignant 
afperfions of ignorance and envy. It is impoflible fora 
Lady to be feen walking with a Gentleman in iuch a place, 
without the immediate conclufion being made, “ they are 
lovers,” It is frequently, added, if theiracquaintance fhould 





have lafted any length of time, “ Mifs fuch a one, 
very fat lately.” After a report of this kind having {pread, 
I have feen a company of females thrown into the utmoft 
confternation by the entrance of a lady who was the un- 
fortunate fubject of lander. How bufy is the filent whif- 
yer on thefe occafions | It runs with amazing rapidity 
From ear to ear, accompanied by nods and winks—with a 
' & you know who,” “ fo they fay,” “ it is her,” &c.—Scan- 
dal is of a quality peculiarly diftrefling. Againft the open 
fhafts of violence every one may defend himfelf ; but from 
. flander and fecret calumny, the moft deferving muft fuffer. 
The only method to prevent the propagation of this peft of 
fociety, is, for every one to fhut their ears againft the offi- 


cious tales of flander and envy : fince experience proves, 


that, if people in general were not too much inclined to 
liften when any account is brought of the faults and fail- 
ings of others, the tongue of fcandal would no longer find 
the mean fatisfa&tion it now enjoys. The mifchiefs accru- 
ing to mankind from calumny and flander, are innumera- 
ble. How many families have their peace deftroyed by 
evil reports! By fuch means, the feeds of enmity are too 
often fown between the deareft connections of life. 

It has been already obferved, that fcandal is the only 
weapon of little minds againft fuperior worth and abilities ; 
the truth of this obfervation ought to be a fufficient preven- 
titive ; forno one would with to incur the merited appella- 
tion of a little and envious mind. Females fhould, in par- 
ticular, diveft themfelves of this fpirit which produces fo 
many evils among the Fair Sex ; for, let it be remembered, 
an envious mind and flanderous tongue, fhould never in- 
habit the face of beauty, and form of elegance. _If there 
muft ftill remain, in the minds of fome,a fpirit of fcandal, 
and a delight to fabricate flanderous reports ; if moft people 
will alfo retain a propenfity to liften to whatever comes 
from fuch a fource, let us aét with fome degree of impar- 
tiality ; and, before we credit, as undoubted truth, tales 
injurious to the reputation of another, examine whether 
what we have heard, does not bear the moft fagrant marks 
of falfhood. By acting in this manner, we fhall be enabled 
to difcover fiction from truth, and we fhall frequently find, 
the perfon accufed, is innocent ; for it is the province of 
great minds to vindicate the characters of the abfent, when 
unjuftly afperfed by the tongue of fcandal. 

: A FRIEND TO MANKIND. 

Bofton, March 30, 1803. 

© a ee en a a a 
For the Boston Werxty MAGAZINE. 
ANSWER TO *****’s REBUS, IN LAST SATUR- 
DAY’s MAGAZINE. 

SICILY’s the ifle where Etna’s flaming mountain ftands, 

Ulyffes the Grecian monarch who in foreign lands, 

Roam’d twice ten years; Socrates by hemiock died 

Adams, the ftatefman, fair Columbia’s boait and pride ; 

Narciffus, the youth, who for his own fair fhadowpin’d ; 

The Nive, the ftream whofe real fource none e’er could 

Achilles, Vhetis’s fon, whom nothing could fubdue, [find ; 

Till at his heels the weli aim’d jav'lin flew. 


Romulus, the founder of a great and mighty ftate ; 
Olympus, the mount where fabled Gods held high debate, 
W ifdom, is more defirable than wealth or pow'r ; ‘ 
Styx, the flood which laves grim Pluto’s dreary fhore ; 
Order, heav’ns firft law by rolling worlds obey’d ; 
Newton, the force of that great law difplay’d. 

The -initials combin’d, 

“And you'll prefently find, 

Sufanna Rowfen is thown 3 

By true genius iniyir’d, 

By our fex lov’d, admir’d, 

‘The honor and pride of her own. 

















MORALITY. 


[> ‘The following brief and elegant Diicourfe on Fafting, 
is from the pen of the ingenious SoaME Jenyns, Efq.] 


Marr. VI. 16. 


Morcover, when ye faft, be not as the hypocrites. 


JESUS Chrift having been born and educated under the 
Jewith inftitution, complied with all the ceremonies and 
cuftoms of that law, and required none of his difciples to re- 
linquifh them, in order to receive the religion which he 
came to teach. Among thefe, fafting at particular feafons 
was one, which was commanded by their jaw, oblerved by 
all, and particularly by the Pharifees, with fuperiftitious 
rigour and hypocritical oftentation ; which he here with 
fome afperity reprehends. He reproves them, not for faft- 
ing, the ufe of which, as well as that of all the reft of their 
religious rites, he approved and encouraged ; but it.is ob- 
fervable, that in thefe words there is nothing which requires 
it; taking it for granted, that they would faft in. obe- 


_—— 











grows 
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dien¢e to their Aw, he only fays, “ When ye faft, be not as | 


the hypocrites ;’ and then proceeds to initrud& them how 
to perform this duty in a proper manner: but does not 
command them to perform it at all. 


This filence pf their mafter, on a fubje& which they. 


thought fo important, induced many of the Jews, who had 
become his difdples, to excufe them from complying with 
this unpleafant ceremony ; as is evident from the queftion 
put to him by jhe difciples of John the Baptift, who faid, 
“ Why do we and the Pharifees faft often, but thy difciples 
faft not ?” From hence it appears plainly, that though 
Chrift obferved this, as well as all the ceremonies of the 
Mofaic law, it wasno part of his inilicution, nor was en- 
joined by him @ a Chriftian, or a moral duty. This in- 
deed, and every other mode of felf-punifhment, are fo op- 


pofite to the binevolent fpirit of the religion which -he. 


taught, that it s impofhible they cam make a part of it.— 
Chriftianity requires us to make every one as happy as we 
are able, to relieve the poor, vifit the fick, and comfort the 
diftreffed ; but if every man was obliged to inflict fuffer- 
ings upon himfelf, inftead of excluding mifery at every 
avenue,as we are benevoléntly commanded, we fhould in- 
troduce as much as if every man was permitted to injure 
and torment his neighbour. There are many precepts in 
the New Teftament, which require us to fuffer with for- 
titude and refignation, for righteoufnefs fake, for truth, for 
our religion, or the benefit of mankind ; but we find none 
which enjoin fufferings for their own fake, or reprefent 
them as meritorious in themfelves. St. Peter exhorts his 
difcipley to fuffer patiently for thefe great ends, “ becaule 
Chrift slfo fuffered for them, leaving us an example that we 
fhouldfollow his iteps ;” but he does not adviie us to fuffer 
for ne end at all, 

Fafting, with all the reft of their religious rites, are con- 
tinued to the Jews after their converfion to Chriftianity, 
but were never impofed on the profelytes of any other na- 
tion ; from whence it is evident, that Chrift never intend- 
ed by the gofpel to abolith the Mofaic law, with regard to 
the Jews, nor to extend it to any other people. Hence 
arifes tha remarkable difference, which cannot efcape our 
notice, beween the religion of Chrift and that of his Apof- 
tles, and particularly of St. Paul; a difference fo great, 
that, if we attend not to the caufe of it, we muft confider 
them as two religious inititutions contradictory to each 
other. Chrift commands his difciples to perform the moitt 
minute ceremonies of the Jewifh law, to pay tithes even of 
mint, annifeed, and cummin; St. Paul reprefents the moft 
important, as ulelefs and infigmificant, and fays, “ Circum- 
cifion is nothing, and uncircumcifion is nothing, but the 
keeping the commandments of God.” ‘The caufe is fuffi- 
ciently evident: Chrift preached to the Jews, and there- 
fore his. religion is founded on and incorporated with theirs, 
which he did not require them to relinquifh, in order to ac- 
cept it, at d aflures them, that he did not come “ to deftroy 
their law, but to fulfil it.” St. Paul preached chiefly to the 
Gentiles, but was not commifhoned to convert them to Ju- 
daitin, in order to their becoming Chriftians; and there- 
fore we do not find that he, or any of the Apoftles, impofed 
the oblervance of fafts, or any other ceremonials of the Mo- 


| faic law, on their Gentile proielytes. 








AMUSING. 


LUDICROUS ANECDOTE. 

THE following ludicrous fcene aétually took place, a 
fhort time ago:—A feediman, in the neighbourhood of 
Thames-ftreet, having been chofen Church-warden of an 
adjoining parifh, was called upon by the Organift, who 
had the misfortune to be blind, for the paymentoof 51. being 
the amount of a quarter’s falary ; and addreffed himfelf to 
the fhopman—“‘ I come,” fays he, “ for a quarter’s falary.” 
—“ You cannot havea quart of celery,” replied the fhop- 

‘man. “ It is not our cuftom to ferye it by the guart, Sir.” 
—*“ I am forry for it, indeed,” rejoins the Organift, “ I have 
always been accuftemed to receive it in that way, and it will 
put me to much inconvenience to alter the plan; and it 
furely cannot be a great object to your mafter.”—The 
Shopman, not knowing how ‘to proceed, informed his 
mafter, who «ccufed him of having made fome biunder, 
and came himfelf to right the bufineis. “ Friend,’ fays 
the new made Church-warden, “ what amount of celery 
did you fay you wanted ?”—*“ Five pounds, Sir,” 

“There, John,” fays the feediman, {told you it would 
turn out one of your blunders—nothing can be more clear ; 
put up the gentleman five pounds of celery.”——-The Shop- 
man having finifhed the job, was very politely proceeding 
to place the parcel under the blind man’s arm, who won- 
dering at the circumftance, could not help crying, “ What 





are you at now, friend?” “ Why, only giving you the sib. 


of celery,”’ fays the fhopman,—“ What the Devil,” replies 
the impatient organilt, © is it allnalf pence?” : :: Lond. P. 


-domeftics are So 





THE MUSICIANejra caaractes, 

A MUSICIAN és dike an echo, a retail dealer in fows.de. 
As Diana is the goddefs of the filver bow, fo is he the 
lord of the wooden one: he has an hundred ftrings to his 
bow; other people are bow-legged; he is bow-armed ; 
and, though armed with a:bow he has no fkill in archery. 
He plays with his cat-gut and kit-fiddle. His fingers and 
arms run a conftant race, the former would run away from 
him did not a bridge interpofe, and oblige him to pay toll. 
He can diftinguifh founds as other men diftinguifh colours. 
His companions are Crotchets and Quavers. ‘Time will 
never be a match for him, for he beats him moft unmerci- 
fully. He runs after an Italian air open mouthed, with as 
much eagernefs as fome fools have fought for the philofo- 


pher’s ftone. Hecan bring a tune over the feas,and thinks 


it more excellent, becaufe.far-fetched. His moft admired 
no, Siciliano, Andantino, and all the 
Anos and Inos that conftitute the mufical feience, He can 
{crape, fcratch, fhake, diminith, increafe, flourith, &c. and 
he is fo delighted with the found of his own viol, that an 
afs would fooner lend his ears to any thing than to him : 
and as a dog fhakes a pig, fo does he fhake a note by the 
ear, and never lets it go till he makes it fqueak. He is a 
walking pillory, and crucifies more than a dozen ftanding 
ones. -He often involves himfelf in dark and intricate paf- 
fages, till-he is put to the fhift, and obliged to get out of 
the fcrape—by fcraping. He tears his audience in vari- 
ous ways; as I wear away my pen fo does he wear away 
the ftrings of his fiddle. There is no medium in him, he 
is cither ona flat or a fharp key, though both are nat- 
uralto him. He deals in third minors, and major thirds, 
proves a turncoat, and isoften inthe majority and minority in 
afew minutes—-He runs over the flat as often as a race 
horfe ;—both meet the fame fate, as they terminate in the 
cadence ; the difference is, one is driven by the whiphand, 
the other by the bow-arm ; one deals in ftickado, the 
other in ftaccato. As a thorough bred hound difcovers, 
by inftind, his game from all other animals, fo an experi- 
enced muiician {mells the compofition of Handel or Corelli. 

TIMOTHY CATGUT. 

s.3 3 Doig. 
A FARMER at Chefter, overhearing a converfation 
of two of his neighbors, in which they expreffed much faith 
in dreams, took occafion to tell them with great fecrecy, 
and ftriét injunction not to mention it, that he had dreamed 
there was a large fum of money buried in a dung-hill in 
his field, and promifed them a fhare in the booty, if they 
would help him fearch for it. It was agreedto carry the 
dung out upon the land, for better certainty of informa- 
tion.— They brought their carts and went to work ; but 
not finding the expected prize, one of them expreffed a per- 
fuafion that it muft be under the ground where the dung- 
hill lay, and was proceeding for it, when the farmer told 
them that his dream went no farther than the removal of the 
dung-bill, which be was much obliged to them for doing, as he 

could not bimfelf have effected it before the fnow came on.—Tb, 


A’ WIDOW lady refides at prefent in the Borough of 
Southwark whofe firft hufbandavas a butcher, the fecond a 
tanner, and the third a fooemaker—The firft almoft ftarved 
her, the fecond ufed to hide her, and thethird ufed to make 
her go barefooted ! Ibid. 


AMONGST the number of names one meets in the me- 
tropolis, that are profeflionately appropriate to the avoca- 
tions of their owners, not the Jeaft ftriking are the follow- 
ing :—In Smithfield, a multifarious Profeffor {ports the in- 
fcription of “ Catcu-Po.r, hairdrefs peruke maker, and 


undertaker.” In Clerkenwell-green, we meet the fiyn- 
board of “ °f. Grammar’s Academy.” Nn Dyott-ftreet, St. 
Gile’s, a profeflor of the fable robe, announces his avoca~ 
tion by “ Chimnies fwept, and night work performed here, 
by Timothy Brufb”’ A window near Clare-market exhib- 
its alabel, infcribed “ Thomas Swift, portering and micfla- 
ges performed here ;” and an Hibernian lady, who keeps 
an Ovarium in high-ftreet, St. Gile’s, writes up, “ Frefh 
eggs every day, by me, Catherinc Cluck.” Andin High- 
{treet, in the Borough, an active agent of the law, defig- 
nates his refidence by the words—“ Grip, Officer to the 
Sheriffs of Kent.” Tbid. 


BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTE. OF DR. FOTHER 
GILL. 


HE was upon the road, and alone ; a highwayman crof- 
fing his path, demanded his purfe. The affailant was a youth, 
and his agitated frame vilibly betrayed the perturbation of 
his foul. Fothergill expoftulated ; but the unfortunate in-~ 
vader perfifted in his demand. Thou art, faid the humane 
phyfician, in the morning of life, and unhackneyed in the 
walks of vice ; thy mind is abhorrent tothe prefent courfe ; 


extraordinary circumftances muft have cofiipired to drive 





#hee wpon~fo defperate an expedient. “Here is what may 
aniwer thy prefent exigencies ; and he prefented his purfe. | 
This is no place for particular enquiries, but my name is | 
‘Fothergill ; I praétice phyfic in London ; poflibly thou haft 
heard ofme. If thou canft put confidence enough in me, 
all upon me there ; my lodgings may ‘€afily be’ found, and 
1 promife thee I will be thy friend. How dignified are 
the fteps of a man, feeking to reclaim,by fuch extraordinary 
egorts too, a fellow creature, pofted in the high road to de- 
firuction ! 

Some mornings after, the good doctor is feated at the 
breakfaft table. A itranger very importunately requefts to 
fee him ; he fuppofes a patient, and his humane feelings are 
‘immediately engaged. It was indeed a patient ; his difeafe, 
however, of the mental kind. The fon of adverfity prefents 
himfelf. I come, fir, relying upon, and confiding in, the 
fame of your uniullied virtues and he proftrated him- 
felfat his feet. ‘They mftantly retired to a private apart- 
ment, and the unpradctifed culprit unbofomed -himfelf to 
this excellent man. An _ erroneous education, fir, hath 
been the fource of my ruin. My father bred mea gentle- 
man, yet in that character, it was not in his power to fup- 
portme. I was early initiated into a life of diflipation, 
and amid the licentious round, I am ftripped of every far- 
-thing—no friendly hand prefents—the walks of rectitude 
are barred againit me, nor is there an avenue which I can 
“enter—but one alternative remained, either to arm myfelf 
againft my own life, or point the piftol at the breait of a- 
nother—a love of exiftence prevailed, and I have affaulted, 
with impious defpair, the man on whom the welfare of a 
wery large proportion of my fellow creatures depend ! ! 
Yet my reliance on your honor, fir, isimplicit—and if by 
your means I could be placed any where out of the knowl- 
edge of thofe who have witneffed my follies, where I might 
obtain fupport, my obligation to you would be eternal. 
“White robed mercy ftilltriumphed in the bofom of the 
doc&or—after fome deliberation, he propofed tothe young 
‘man, fome honorable employment abroad. He faid he 
could have no ébjection, provided he could be taken out 
-of the country which had witneffed his misfortunes. ‘The 
man of feeling rejoined, he would confider what might be 
done forhim. This he did effectually—for.by his intereft, 
in the courfe of a few days, he was provided for, in the 
Baft-India company. ‘The ftation of the young adventurer 
was lucrative—two or three years enriched him beyond his 
utmoft hopes—and he returned, penetrated with the deep- 
eft fenfe of his patron’s bemignity. Once more he prol- 
trates himfelf at the feet of the doStor—T ake, fir, take the 
life of the man you have refcued from deftruction. 

The comments upon this anecdote, fo much to the hon- 
er of Dr. Fothergill, are obvious; and the refult fuch as 
reafon would teach us toexpe@. A ufeful member of fo- 
ciety is reftored to his family, to his friends,and to himfelf. 
A good citizen is faved tothe ftate, and, by proper exer- 
tions of lenity, an unhappy being ftopt in his career,of ini- 
quity. : : : Lond. Pap. 


' TO THE CURIOUS. 


A NATURAL CURIOSITY. 

Capt: Nixon, of the of the Britifh fhip Apollo, has late- 
ly difcovered a fub-marine grotto-on the Malabar coaft. 
it firft prefented a large bed of coral, almoft even with the 
furface of the water,wbich afforded one of the moft enchant- 
ing profpects in nature. Its bafe was fixed to the fhore, 
and reached in fo far that its end could not be feen, which 
feeemed to be fufpended in the water, which deep- 
ened fofuddenly,that at the diftance of a few yards,there 
might be feven or eight fathoms depth. The fea was at 

this time quite unruffled, and the Sun fhining bright expof- 
ed the various ‘forts of coral in the moft beautiful order, 
fome branching into the water -with great luxuriance, oth- 
ers lying collected in round balls, and in a variety of figures, 
heightned by the fpangles ef the richeft colours, that 
glowed from a number of large crams, which were every 
where interfperfed. It is to ‘be regretted that a work fo 
ftupendoufly grand fhould be concealed ina place where 
mankind can fo feldom have an opportunity of contemplat- 
ing this aftonifhing{cene. : : : Lond. P. 
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MONSTROUS FISH. 

IN 3574, near St. Peter’s, in the Ifle of Thanet, a mon- 
ftrous fith (fays Hafted) fhot himfelf on fhore on a little 
fand, now called Fifhnefs, where, for want of water, it died 
the next day. His roaring was heard above a mile: his | 
length was 22 yards; the nether jaw opening 12 fect. One 
of his eyes was more than a cart and 6 horfes could draw. | 
A man ftood upright in the focket. The thicknefs from 
his back to the top of his belly, was 14 fect ; his tail the 
fame breadth. The diftance between his eyes 12 feet.— 
‘Three men ftood upright in his mouth. Some of higytibs 
were 14 feet long, his tongue 15 feet, his liver twa. Cart 
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loads, and-a man migit creep into his noftrils. It fold-at j 


Deal for 22 guineas, Lvid, Feb. 1, 1803. 


USEFUL. 


For the BosTON WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 


Mefrs. Girsert & Dean, 
IF you think the following worth publifhing, it is at 
your fervice. Yours, CASSANDER. 


AS the method of preparing Corpat VaRNisH, is gene- 
rally kept fecret by thofe who arc acquainted with it, and 
as a tradefman who is defirous of knowing it, is obliged to 
give fometimes a Sundred dollars to another, to let him in- 
to the fecret, and that upon condition of not imparting it to 
no one elfe—the following, to /ome, may not be unaccepta- 
ble. 

To make Amber or Copal Varnt4—take of white refin 
four drachms, melt it over a fire in a glazed veffel, after 











which put in two ounces of the whiteft amber you can get, . 


finely powdered : this laft is to be put in gradually, flirring 


it ali the-while with a {mall ftick, over a gentle fire -till it. 


diffolves,-pouring in now and then a little oil of turpentine, 
as you find it growing ftiff, and continue this till your am- 
ber is melted. When the Varnifh.has been thus made, 
pour it into a coarfe linen bag and prefs it between two hot 
boards of oak, or flat plates of iron. Great care muft be 
taken in making the Varnifh, not to /et the hou/e on frre, for 


‘the vapours of the oil of turpentine will even take fire by 


heat; if it fhould happen foto do, immediately cover the 
pot with a board, or any thing that will fuffocate it, by 
which means it willbe put out. Ata future day, the man- 
ner of /aying on Varnifhes will be given to the public. 


THE ANJOU CABBAGE. 

THE culture of avery ufeful vegetable, till very lately 
unknown in England, has been recently brought to perfec- 
tion, near Briftol. It appears richly to merit the attention 
of our farmers. 
moft ufeful and profitable leguminous plant that can be 
raifed. ‘The feed was fupplied by a French emigrant. It 
is fo tender that it is dreifed in three or four minutes boil- 
ing. It affords excellent food for cattle,and they feed 
upon it very greedily ; it occafions cows to yield abun- 
dance of milk, and at the fame time keeps them in flefh.— 
In bulk, rapidity ef growth, and for the little culture it re- 
quires, exceeds aj] others of the Braflica fpecies. The ftalk 
acquires the thicknefs of a man’s leg, and is nfed when dry 
for fuel. 

WORTHY IMITATION. 

THE Portfmouth “ Oracle,” fays, “ Many of the young 
mafters and miffes, of the South parifh in that town, have, 
in the courfe of the laft year, diftinguifhed themfelves by 
the catechetical tafk, which they have performed. 

At the beginning of the year it was propofed that the 
youth of both fexes, as many as might be dif pofed, fhould 
undertake to learn,not only feveral different catechifms,but 
certain paflages from various parts of the bible, in order to 
repeat on the Sabbath, after the public exercifes was over. 
For their encouragement it was alfo propofed to enter their 
names on the church records, together with an account of 
what they might refpectively learn and repeat. 

Although the young mafters have done much, yet the 
young mifies have done nruch more. 

Among the young mafters Joun Lane SHeare,repeat- 
ed the moft in the year; but among the mifles Hannan 
Gray Leverett, repeated the moft. Although fhe is 
but nine years old, fhe has repeated memuriter, one hun- 
dred and feven chapters and pfalms from the bible, one of 
which was 119 pfalm, befides Watts’s catechifms for chil- 
dren and his divine fongs. 
nineteen hundred and twenty verfes, to take them as they 
rife in the bible. 

The emulation which has appeared among many of thefe 
young mafters and miffes is truly laudable, and the knowl- 
edge, which they have, in this way, acquired, we truft will 
never be a fubje&t of regret to them or their parents. In 
this way they ftrengthen their memory, and by treafur- 
ing up truths of incalculable importance, lay a good foun- 
dation for time to come. 


FEMALE INSTITUTION. 

THE anniverfary meeting of the “ Salem Femake Char- 
itable Society,” was held the 6th April, 1803. “ Every be- 
nevolent mind will rejotrce am _ the -profperity’ of 
this valuable Inftitution, as its fuccefs has been beyond 
the moft fanguine expectations -of its ‘friends. Very 
confiderable dopations in fpecie and cloathing have been 
prefented by both fexes. Seven Children are now fupport- 
ed from its funds; and miany aged ‘Widows, the preceed- 
ing winter, have experienced the falutary effects of ite 


This is the Anjou cabbage, perhaps the’ 
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the foltering hands of benevolence from the paths of ruin, 
and led on in thofe of religion and virtue, muft excite the 
moft pleafing fenfations in every friend of humanity.” 


INTELLIGENCE. ' 


THE Amherf “ Cabinet,” fays, “amok horrid dead 
was committed at Stoddard, N.H. the 17th March. A 
Mrs. Wright of that place, who was fuppofed to have been 
fuddenly feized with a fit of diftraétion, from previous de- 
preffion of {pirits, took her three youtiigeft children, in the 
abfence of her hufband, and led them about 60 rods frem 
the houfe, where fhe caught the youngeft by the heels, and 
put a period to its exiftence, by dafhing it againft a rock. 
The other two not being fo eafily handled, the attempted 
to difpatch them by beating them on the head with a ftone.; 
but fortunately miffing her aim, the children efcaped,.anti ~ 
alarmed the family. When her hufband arrivedshe found 
her near the place where fhe had committed the fhocking 
act, with the murdered child in her arms, in a puddle of 
water. Whet has been done with her-we have not yet 
learned.” —— . | 

LITERARY. 

Mefirs. Themas & Andrews, have juft-publifiell,a new 
edition of Zoonomia, or the Laws of Organic-Life, by fire 
late celebrated Dr. Darwin, author of the Botanic Garden. 
This edition, complete in.2 -vols. is copied from the ‘dak 
Englifh editton,-correéted and improved -by she author, a 
little time before his death. 

Propoials are iffued by Thomas & Andrews, for-print 
ing anew improved edition of Brown’s Digtionary of the 
Bible, 2 vols. 8vo.—-a work in high repute among all de 
nominations of Chriftians, 

Mefirs. T. & J. Swords, of New-York,have lately pub- 
lifhed an edition of Quincy’s Lexicon Phyfico Medicum In 
proved, with many amendments and additions, expréeflive 
of Difcoveries lately made in Eurepe and America.—lIt ie 
for fale by Thomas & Andrews, price 3 dolls. 50.cts. 

Mr. James Oram, of New-York, has lately publifhed an 
editien of Thompfon’s Family Phyfician,or Domeftic:.Med~ 
ical Friend. ‘This work is recommended by Drs. Rogers 
and Miller, of New-York, as preferable to amy work of the 
kind for the ufe of families—A few copies may be bad of 
‘Thomas & Andrews, price 2 dolls. 
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To READERS anp CORRESPONDENTS. 
Lines addrefled to Mrs S. S. cannot be admitted. 
Rebus, by Fanny, incorrect. 

Acroftic, on a well known political <haracter, :inad- 
millible. 
Several other favours fhall be noticed m-our next. 


MARRIAGES. 

In ‘Taunton,.capt. Jofeph Atwood, of Dighton to Mifs 
Sally Macomber. In Salem, Mr. Henry Healey, to Mifs 
Rhoda Crane, formerly of Bofton. In Portland, Mr. John 
P. Thompfon, to Mifs Mary Tucker. In Patcham, (Ene ) 
a couple entered the holy bands of wedlock, -whofe ages, 
added together amounted to 140 years; the bride being 65, 
and the bridegroom 75 ! What a fond pair! 

In Bofton, Mr. James W.Burditt, to: Mifs Mary Rhoades. 
Mr. Benjamin Tucker, to Mifs Eliza Baily. 

DEATHS. 

In-Hanover, Hon. Jofiah Smith, Zt 63. In Cherlef 
town, Mrs. Mary Hammatt, Aét.41. In Medfield, Mr. =~ 
In Northampton, Mr, Danie! Raft, 
Et 49. In Roxbury, Mrs. Kinder, wife of Mr. Robert Kin- 
In Reading,.Mrs..Sally Willy, 7Et. 25. In Natick, 
Mrs. Sarah Brown, confort of William Brown, Efg. in 
Tiverton, R. J. Mr. Stephen Cook, AEt. 100. In Salem, 
Mifs Abigail Dana, Akt 20. In Leghorn, capt. T.Perkins, 
late of Salem. In Newton, Mrs. Sarah Fuller, /Et. #5. 

In Bofton, capt. James Bancroft, Ait. 47 ; Ann Maria 
Blake, Et. 13 mo. daughter of Mr. Nath. Blake; Miis 
Abigail Whitman, A%t 72; Mrs Sarah Trott, Ait 43. IMre. 
Mary Fifher, At. 21, wife of Mr. John.Fifher. Mrs. De- 
borah Knight, Aét. 78. Maftcr Barton, Ait 14. -Me. 
James Fofler, Ait. 60, and 4 children, making the number 
this week, fve/we, ending yefterday. 


HIT HiM AGAIN § 
RIES the fierce-headed bully ! Ye that are fond af 
Fortune’s races, if fhe has left you with a frown—hn 








her again—and ye fave alls, if fhe hasdrained one potket 


feel in the other! Whift—e word in your ear—if your & 
nances look ‘low, try only a-half or quarter‘of a ticket. — 
Tickets, halfs,.and quarters,'in the third clafs of Sent 
Hadley ‘Canal Lottery, which commences drawing in ne, 
for fale by: GILBERT ts DEAN, ‘Magazine and Loztery 


| Office, No. 96, State-reet—avhere a litt of the prises in 


bounty. To fee fuch a numberof children inatched by - the iccond.clafssmay ‘be 4cens—Prizes taken in jpay. fh 
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POETRY. 








For the BosToN WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 


Mefr:. Girsert & Dean, 
IF the following will have the fame effec on your 


minds, as it had on mine in the perufal, you will let it occu-- 


[***** *e; 


LUCY. 
COLD was the night and drear the heath, 
And high old ocean roll’d ; 
And fhrill acrois the frighted gloom, 
The tortur d {pirits howl’d. 
Around the Abbey’s ivy’d wall 
‘The boding owlet flew ; 
By fits upon the mould’ring bone, 
The moon-beam flafh’d to view, 
When haplefs Lucy left her cot,. 
And wander’d forth unfeen ;. 
Whilft gently on her throbbing breatt, 
Her fleeping Babe did lean. 
“Ah! cruel,” cry’d the, “ was the youth, 
That could this bofom fly ; 
Ah! cruel, left thefe faithful arms 
Nor breath’d one parting figh !” 
Then rufh’d the, madd’ning, o’er the heath ; 
Deep heav’d the fwelling ftorm ; 
The chill rain fell, the cold wind beat, 
And fhrank her gentle form. 


“ Where fhall ! fly?” the oft cxclaim’d, 
“ Where fhall I feek for aid ? 

Ah! would that in the narrow cell 
This broken heart were laid. 


“ Hark! hark! thro’ yonder cloifter’d aifle 
How fhricks the northern blafi! , 
Sce! fee! Oh, faw ye not, my babe, , 
Thy ruthlefs father pafs ?”’ 


This faid the, and with fudden ftep, 
Sprang forward to purfue ; 

When, dreadful, from her heedlefs grafp, 
The little infant. flew. 


Ah me ! upon the rocky ground, 

See gor’d its tender breaft ! 

it {cream’d, it writh’d, then ftretch’d its: arms, 
And figh’d its foul to reft. 


Ah ! Lucy, then-how fwell’d thy heart, 
How did thy breaft heave high ! 
Pale grew thy features, pale thy lips, 
And pale thy finking eye. 

“ ‘Tis paft,” fhe cry’d, “and I will go 
To my eternal home ; 

To where my little fpirit’s fled, 

I come, my child, I come !” 

Ti. wildly to the founding furge, 
And fhrieking did he fly ; 

Defpair upon her pallid cheek, 
Diflraction in her eye. 


py 2 place in your Weekly Magazine. 


“ I come, my child, my lovely child, 
J come!’ was heard once more ; 
And loudly roar’d the foaming tide, 
And lafh’d the rocky fhore. 


Then Lucy leapt from off the cliff, 
Her eye was bent on heaven; 

And, fure as mercy dwelleth there, 
Shall Lucy be forgiven. 


Now darker gloom’d the lurid fky, 
And louder groan’d the ftorm ;. 
And on the tow’ring, turbid wave, 
White, floated Lucy’s form. 

“ Forgive my love,” fhe faintly ery’d 
As wild the waters {wept ; 

_And deep, beneath the billows rage 
In peace poor Lucy flept. 


LOL he 


EPIGRAM. 
WITH folded arms and uplift eyes— 


“ Have mercy heaven”—the Parfon cries, 

“ Upon our thirfty fun burnt Plains, 

Thy bleffings fend in genial rains.” 

The fermon ended and the prayers, 

Sir Caffoc for his home prepares ; 

When with his vifage dreft in fmiles, 

“It rains, thank heaven !” cries farmer Giles; 
-“ Rains?” quoth the Parfon, “ fure you joke, 

“Rains? heaven forbid—I bave no cloak }” 


: Rae 
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SOFT as the falling dews of night, 
The tear of Pity flows, 

Bright as the morn’s returning light, 
That gilds the opening rofe. 


Sweet, as the fragnent breeze of May, 
Her fympathetic figh ; 

Mild, as the dawning tint of day, 
The beam that lights the eye. 


Still, gentle fpirit, o’er my heart 
Perferve thy.wonted fway ; 

Teach me to blunt afflictions dart, 
And foothe her cares away. 


Or if thy anxious efforts fail, 
While forrows ftill purfue, 
Pil with while lift’ning to the tale 
That goad I cannot do. 
E REY 
——_- 
Scle&ed for the BosTON WeExty MAGAZANE. 


[The following little piece, by Prior, contains much pleaf- 
antry and humour. | 


HELEN was juft flipt into bed ; 
Her eye-brows on the toilet lay ; 

Away the Kitten with them fled, 
As fees belonging to her prey. 


For this misfortune, carelefs Jane, 
Affure yourfelf, was loudly rated ; 
And madam, getting up again, 
With her own hand the moufe-trap baited. 


On little things, as Sages write, 

Depends our human joy, or forrow ;—- 
If we don’t catch a moufe to-night 
Alas ! no eye-brows for to-morrow. 
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THE NOVELIST. 





. beans, &c. and the finenefs of the feafon. 


| at the door crying.-—-- On inquiring the caufe. of his 





THE ADVENTURES OF A PARROT. 


SOME time in the fummer of the year eighty-fix, mak- 
ing a vifit in the country, I accidentally met with an old 
foldier, who had fpent his beft blood and left one of his 
limbs in America, where he had ferved during the late un- 
happy war. It feems, that after an abfence of cight years, 
he had returned to his native country, and found, by the 
death of.a relation, that he was entitled to fifteen pounds a 
a year, and a little cottage, with a fmall garden to it. 
Here he lived in a very penurious manner, having a little 
boy, who was his grandfon, to fupport. Accident led me 
one evening paft his humble dwelling, and feeing him bufy 
in improving his garden, I leaned over the white palifades, 
and began a trifling converfation on the growth of peas, 
The man’s an- 
fwers to the queftions I put were always apt and pertinent. 
I was pleafed with him—We infenfibly became intimate, 
and often, in the cool of the evening, I have repaired to 
the cottage to liften, while he fought all his battles over 
again, marched on his wooden ftump, and fhouldered his 
oaken ftick, while martial ardour brightened every feature, 
and beamed from eyes age would otherwife have rendered 
dulland unmeaning. Oncevening,after having been detained 
from my accuftomed walk two or three days, on approach- 
ing the old man’s habitation, I found his grandfon fitting 


tears, he faid, grandaddy was fick in bed, and he was a -. 
fraidhe would die. When I entered, I found the poor fe]- 
low extremely ill of a fever, and but indifferently attended, 
I fent for medical affiftance immediately and provided a 
careful nurfe ; but all thefe precautions proved ineffectual; 
he died on the feventh day. <A few hours before he de- 
parted, he fpoke to me as I ftood by his bed-fide 
in the following manner : “ My good Sir, you 
have been extremely kind to me, and that kind- 
nefs prompts me to afk, a favor of you, which I do not 
think I could venture to afk of any other human being, 
but I fear you will think me very troublefome.”—* By 
no means, my friend, I replied) ; if by any means, I can be 
ferviceable to you, pray mention it freely, and depend on 
my utmoft exertions.” ‘ Then, Sir, faid he,I with you to 
he guardian to my poor.’Tom. Here is my will, continued 
he, (giving a bit of paper folded up very curioufly) ; I 
have left the poor lad my all, and if you would but be his 
friend.” “ You may rely on me, faid I, eagerly interrupt- 
ing him ; he fhall be carefully educated, and properly pro- 
vided tor.’ “ Oh you are very good cried the old man; 


aa 


- fell afleep. 








| but there is one thing more [have to intreat.” Speak on } 


Poll.” I thought he had meant another grand-child ;. but 
I was foon undeceived, by the nurfe bringing a cage to the 
bed-fide, in which was an old grey parrof. “ Do good 
Sir, faid he, grafping my hand, do pray be kind to her, 
and not fuffer her to be ill ufed. She isan old fervant; 
fhe belonged to my poor dear young miftrefs, and when 


_ fhe died as fhe did, poor foul, broken hearted in America, 


I took Poll home to the Barrack, and promifed for my 


poor Mifs Sybbella’s fake, I would never be parted from 


her, but I muft leave her now, Sir.” Simple as it may ap= 
pear, I could not help being affected at the poor fcllow’s 
earneftnefs, it feemed a. proof of his attachment to his mif- 
trefs, whofe fate I felt a reftlefs curiofity to be acquaimted. 
with ; but this curiofity was not to be gratified ; for foon. 
after I had given him my folemn promife that I would be 
equally careful of hoth my wards, he grew compofed and 
fell afleep. I then left him, and found when I called the 
next morning, that. he had breathed his laft in the night 
without any apparent firuggle. I gave the necéflary 
orders for a decent. interment, and then took my 
two protegées home. At the clofe of the fummer I return- 
ed to town, fent. Tom to {chool, and made Mifs Poil my 
conftant companion at meals, &c. She was a good natured 
creature fpoke very fluently, and feemed at times almoft. 
to converfe rationally. : 

Poor bird faid I one afternoon as I ftroked her head, poor- 
bird, 1 with you could inform me of the fate of that amia- 
ble miftrefs, of whom my old friend Thomas fpoke with 
fuch affe&tion—No doubt fhe has experienced many vicifli- 
tudes of fortune ; perhaps bereaved of friends in a foreign 
country, fhe funk under the accumulated evils of poverty 
and a broken heart—Perhaps deferted by an unkind huf- 
band, or plunged into ruin by a perfidious lover. While 
I thus gave the reins to imagination, Poll climbed up to 
my fhoulder, and neftled ber head clofe under my ear. 
When throwing myfelf back in my eafy chair, I infenfibly 
The fame idea which had occupied my wak- 
ing thoughts now took the lead, and I thought the bird on. 
my fhoulder, in a foft but articulate voice, thus addrefled. 
me. 

I know you have, for a long time, indulged.an uncon-. 
querable defire to be informed of the fate of my late mif- 
trefs. I have it m my power to gratify you not only in 
this particular, but alfo to inform you of many interefting 
and entertaining circumftances, to which | have been a. 
witnefs in the courfe of my life ; but you muft promife you. 
will not once interrupt me, for the moment you break the 
thread of my narrative, I fhall punifh you for your imper-. 
tinence and drop the fubje& forever. I acquiefced to this. 
propofal, and methought the bird continued thus. 

I fir received life in Africa, and was taken from my 


_neft by a.young negro lad as a prefent for his little favo- 


rite, who was called Unka ; as fhe was extremely good na- 

tured, I wastaken particular care of, and ina fhort time 

learnt*to pronouncealmoft every fentence after my kind mil- . 
trefs. I had not been long with her before an Englith thip 

arrived on the coaft, and Unka being pleafed with the dreis- 
and complexion of the Europeans, confented to accompany 

the captain on board, and, by her art, betrayed her faithful. 
lover andhis brother intoflavery;, but fhe did not go unpun- 

ifhed for her perfidy, as will be hereafter feem. As the 
captain confidered me almoft as great an acquifition as the 
negro girl, [ was taken aboard with her, and had my fta- 

tion in the great cabin, where Unka at that time refided,. 
and was treated with great kindnefs by the captain, though 
I cannot fay I ever heard him make any great profeilions. 
of love or tendernefs, When the bufinels was finifhed, far 
which they vifited Africa, we fat.fuil for Antigua, where 
we arrived free from accidents. ‘The flaves were all fold 
but Unka, whom my mafter took on fhore and prefented 

to the wife ofa rich old planter, who lived juft without tho. 
town.—I alfo was prefentéd..to the fame lady, and had no 
reafun to regret my change of fituation, as 1 was provided. 
with a moft elegant cage, fed with the greateit dainties 
from the fair hands of my miitrefs, and.foon became a gen- 

eral favorite of the family. Unka was by no means pleaj- 
ed with her fituation—She had whilft on board the fhip 
led a life of indolence ; it did not therefore much agree. 
with her to be obliged to wait on a woman, whom fhe plain- 
ly faw was preferred by Captain Thornby to herfelf; how- 
ever, fhe kept her difcontent from being perceived, and 
waited only a convenient opportunity to take ample re- 
venge. _ [To be continued. | 
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